20 THE CUTTING OF AN AGATE
when she should have opened the chamber
door to her lover, and woven grass returns
again and again in metaphor and incident.
The lovers, now that in an aery body they
must sorrow for unconsummated love, are
" tangled up as the grass patterns are
tangled." Again they are like an un-
finished cloth : " these bodies, having no
weft, even now are not come together, truly
a shameful story, a tale to bring shame on
the gods.55 Before they can bring the
priest to the tomb they spend the day
"pushing aside the grass from the over-
grown ways in Kefu,55 and the countryman
who directs them is " cutting grass on the
hill55; and when at last the prayer of the
priest unites them in marriage the bride
says that he has made " a dream-bridge
over wild grass, over the grass I dwell in 5' ;
and in the end bride and bridegroom show
themselves for a moment " from under
the shadow of the love-grass/5
In Hagoromo the feather-mantle of the
fairy woman creates also its rhythm of
metaphor. In the beautiful day of open-
ing spring " the plumage of Heaven drops
neither feather nor flame/5 " nor is the
rock of earth oVer-much worn by the